
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 10 August 2011] 

 p5527e-5528a 
Mr Rob Johnson 

 [1] 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY CONFERENCE 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.09 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
inform members about the severe impact of a series of storm fronts that have struck our state over the past few 
months and the incredible response by our committed teams of volunteer emergency services. The Fire and 
Emergency Services Authority’s State Emergency Service personnel have responded to six significant storms 
and cold fronts of wild weather that have battered the south west regions, causing significant damage. 

The start of the storm season was marked with a tornado that swept through Canning Vale on 20 May and 
damaged 16 homes. This was followed with a number of storm fronts that caused flooding and water damage to 
homes in the metropolitan area and the south west. In one incident, State Emergency Service volunteers in 
Pemberton had to evacuate patients from the local hospital after a tree fell on its roof causing extensive damage. 
Thankfully, no-one was injured. Recently, Waroona was hit by a storm front that brought 125-kilometre-an-hour 
winds, heavy rain and high tides to the small town with local SES volunteers responding to dozens of calls for 
assistance. Throughout all these incidents, one thing remains consistent: the fact that our SES and other 
emergency services personnel were on hand and ready to respond. 

Last weekend I was lucky enough to meet many of the volunteers at the inaugural Western Australian Fire and 
Emergency Services Authority Conference held at the Burswood complex. The conference was more than two 
years in the making and it was the first time that representatives from across the five different services had come 
together at the one function. More than 650 volunteers and FESA staff travelled from all over the state to attend 
the different workshops, to listen to the team of high-profile speakers, to take part in award ceremonies and to 
network and learn from each other’s experiences. It was an extremely successful event and the feedback I 
received from the volunteers and staff who attended was they found it an immensely informative and rewarding 
experience for all, which culminated in the presentation of one of FESA’s most prestigious awards for 
outstanding achievement to the FESA chaplain, Ron Wingate. 

There are more than 32 000 emergency service volunteers across our great state, and none of them is paid for the 
critical emergency service they provide to the community. For most of them, it is a juggling act, trying to find a 
balance between their full-time jobs and getting time off to attend an emergency. This would not be possible 
without the employers who allow their staff to attend both training and emergency incidents in working hours. 
Recently these employers were acknowledged at FESA’s annual awards for the volunteer employer recognition 
program. Nearly 70 employers, more than half from regional WA, were recognised for the integral role they play 
in supporting our emergency services volunteers. Mr Speaker, on behalf of the house, I take this opportunity to 
congratulate the award winners and the thousands of other employers around our state who, together with our 
emergency service volunteers, perform an incredible job to protect the lives of Western Australians. 
 


